The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act highlights

For IHPC, the highlights include the following 4 provisions that we, and you, and others, worked hard to get into the bill:

1) ‘‘SEC. 2706. NON-DISCRIMINATION IN HEALTH CARE. (Page 42)

‘‘(a) PROVIDERS.—A group health plan and a health insurance issuer offering group or individual health insurance coverage shall not discriminate with respect to participation under the plan or coverage against any health care provider who is acting within the scope of that provider’s license or certification under applicable State law. This section shall not require that a group health plan or health insurance issuer contract with any health care provider willing to abide by the terms and conditions for participation established by the plan or issuer. Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing a group health plan, a health insurance issuer, or the Secretary from establishing varying reimbursement rates based on quality or performance measures.

2) SEC. 4001. NATIONAL PREVENTION, HEALTH PROMOTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH COUNCIL. (Page 420)

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President shall establish, within the Department of Health and Human Services, a council to be known as the ‘‘National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health Council.’’  

. 

The bill goes on to describe this Council’s purposes which include:

(1) provide coordination and leadership at the Federal level, and among all Federal departments and agencies, with respect to prevention, wellness and health promotion practices, the public health system, and integrative health care in the United States;

(2) after obtaining input from relevant stakeholders, develop a national prevention, health promotion, public health, and integrative health care strategy that incorporates the most effective and achievable means of improving the health status of Americans and reducing the incidence of preventable illness and disability in the United States; 

3) SEC. 3502. ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY HEALTH TEAMS TO SUPPORT THE PATIENT-CENTERED MEDICAL HOME. (Page 395)

The bill indicates the intention to” establish community-based interdisciplinary, inter-professional teams (referred to in this section as ‘‘health teams’’) to support primary care practices, including obstetrics and gynecology practices, within the hospital service areas served by the eligible entities.”  It goes on to specify that the health team may include “medical specialists, nurses, pharmacists, nutritionists, dieticians, social workers, behavioral and mental health providers (including substance use disorder prevention and treatment providers), doctors of chiropractic, licensed complementary and alternative medicine practitioners, and physicians’ assistants;”

4)   SEC. 6301. PATIENT-CENTERED OUTCOMES RESEARCH. ( page 609)

This provision, among other things, creates a PATIENT-CENTERED OUTCOMES RESEARCH INSTITUTE and opens up the possibility of comparing conventional and alternative and integrated treatments with one another.

